Brain Beale 1936-2020

My short Personal Experience, My Impressions and My Tribute to Brian.

I joined Burnham-on-Sea Harriers Running Club in late 2011, after leaving South Africa, and I very quickly came to appreciate a formidable pairing of Brian Beale and Sheila Baker, the clubs prepotence. Both of strong and same mind, at my first encounters.

Brian was a person of determined, right and wrong, I guess, a legacy from Army training and discipline, and applied this to all his athletic activities, both Club and County. Never shy to offer a stern word of reprimand, but equally, to offer much praise when warranted and due.

Since founding the BOS Harriers RC, he has steadfastly steered the ship, through feast and famine of membership. Even when club numbers fell to only two, he remained and guided BOS H-RC with zeal and enthusiasm, his exceptional trade marks.

Brians wealth of athletics experience and knowledge, provided a valuable asset in the many planning sessions of BOS H, its races, the Burnham-on-Sea Half Marathon and the Brent Knoll Fell Race, and more recently the introduction of the Pawlett Plod, as initially a fun run and then later, progressed to a listed race.

Brian actively took part in the establishment of the Burnham and Highbridge parkrun, where he was a Run Director in the founding core group. With time, his mobility deteriorated, and so he left this role and became a weekly results processor, an invaluable contribution, sorely missed. 

There is no doubt as to the quality of time, talent and treasure that Brian gave to athletics, a true stalwart in every sense of the word. His involvement in athletics Somerset, was quite extraordinary and widespread, bur specifically in the areas of Cross Country, Adjudication, Results Processing and County Management roles.

As far as the Burnham-on-Sea Harriers Running Club is concerned, it is my feeling and my way of relating to Brian, that I make the following statement:-

“Brian was Burnham-on-Sea Harriers RC, his legacy is Burnham-on-Sea Harriers RC”

Rest in Peace Old Friend.

Reg Huxtable.

BOS Harriers Coach
